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ODPM projects the number of households in England to grow from 20.2 million in 1996 to 24.0 million by 2021,
an increase of 3.8 million, or 19%.
Following the 2000 Spending Review, the UK Government set a target to ensure all social housing meets
‘decent’ standard by 2010. This aim was renewed in the Sustainable Communities Plan (ODPM, 2003), which
also promised to make an additional 130,000 vulnerable households in the private sector decent.
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Throughout the UK there are thousands of sites on which land is classed as contaminated. While this is most often
as a result of industrial processes that have now ceased, it can still occur unintentionally as a result of leakages or
spills, with contaminants ranging from solvents and heavy metals to, at worst, radioactive materials. The impact of
this contamination depends on the type of contamination, the concentration of the contaminant and the uses of the
land. Biodiversity, property values and human health can all be affected. Derelict land is land that is so damaged
by industrial or other development such that it is incapable of beneficial use without treatment. In the UK, the
absence of a national database of contaminated and derelict land has limited environmental inequalities research.
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